


     EARLY JEWISH FAMILIES IN NEW MILFORD
 1869  Alex Levy, the earliest known Jew, settles in New Milford having traveled from 

London to the U.S. in 1851

 1870  Max Neisner family from Poland, one of the two earliest known Jewish families, 

settles in New Milford

 1891  !"#$%&'"(#)*+&,+&-)#.*/0&"&!+12)"%&3+4)./&5%"%*)+#0&6$(%,.&7/+&3+4)./&
Agricultural and Industrial Aid Society (JAIAS) to help emigrating Jews purchase 

"%,&$8+#"9+&6"#:.0&:"%;&$6&4/)*/&4+#+&)%&<70&=3&"%,&=>?&7/+#+&"#+&%$%+&
known in New Milford.

    THE BEGINNINGS OF THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
 1900  3$.+8/&@$1,+%0&"2+&AB0&C++.&D".9+#%&D(#$8+&)%&BEFE0&.+991+.&)%&=+4&')16$#,0&

"%,&$8+%.&"&,#;&2$$,.&.9$#+&4)9/&/).&G#$9/+#&DH#"&$%&I")1#$",&J9#++9&+K+%9("11;&
:$K)%2&9$&!"%L&J9#++9?&7/+&.9$#+0&$#)2)%"11;&L%$4%&".&@$1,+%&!#$9/+#.0&1"9+#&
G+*$:+.&3$.+8/&@$1,+%&"%,&J$%.&(%9)1&BFMN?

    THE FIRST JEWISH RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY
 1910  Beginnings of the Jewish community in New Milford centers around  

Joseph Golden’s Dry Goods Store where the orthodox Congregation Beth Aaron 

is formed

 1913 -+#:"%&@"#9%+#&G+*$:+.&9/+&5#.9&!"#&')9HK"/&)%&=+4&')16$#,
 1920  Some of the private lake communities are reputed to have had restrictive 

covenants for Jews and Blacks throughout the decades

 1944  Congregation Beth Aaron disbands

   New Milford Jews attend religious education and worship at the United Jewish 

<+%9+#&)%&O"%G(#;&9/#$(2/&BFPE
 1955  QG+&I)G)*$R0&9/+&5#.9&3+4)./&@$K+#%$#&$6&<7&"%,&1"9+#&S?J?&J+%"9$#0&4$#L.&4)9/&

T)#.9&J+1+*9:"%&D?&U"(1&'"#9)%&9$&G#)%2&"&V):G+#1;&<1"#L&81"%9&9$&=+4&')16$#,

   JEWISH LIFE: POST 1959
 1958  7/+&3+4)./&<$::(%)9;&/$1,.&"&:++9)%2&"9&W,,&T+11$4.&-"11&"%,&9/+&7+:81+&

Sholom vision is created. A month later the First Friday night services are held  

in the chapel of the First Congregational Church on the New Milford Green.

 1959 !"#$%&"'(")&*+*"('&",$-./$"01'/'-2
Inaugural annual meeting is held at the Firehouse on Church Street

D1+K+%&.9(,+%9&#"GG).&.+#K+&(%9)1&9/+&5#.9&6(11&9):+&#"GG)&).&/)#+,&
T)#.9&6(11&5.*"1&;+"#&G+2)%.&4)9/&XE&$#)2)%"1&6":)1)+.&
Q%%+&Y+)%+#&"%,&'"#Z$#)+&@$1,+%&.9"#9&9/+&7+:81+&J/$1$:&J).9+#/$$,
 Sunday School opens with mothers volunteering as teachers, and classes being 

held in the Parish House behind the church

 3(,)9/&O+G$#"/&[)+R&).&9/+&5#.9&G"G;&%":)%2&"9&7+:81+&J/$1$:?&-+#&8"#+%9.0& 
'"#)1;%&"%,&D#4)%&[)+R0&4+#+&6$(%,)%2&:+:G+#.&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:?&

 1960  I"GG)&Q1"%&J+*/+#&*/"%9.&9/+&J/+:"&8#";+#&\7/+&"]#:"9)$%&$6&3(,").:^&"9&"&
Memorial Day ceremony on the steps of the New Milford Library

 1964 ["%,&).&8(#*/".+,&$%&I$(9+&M&6$#&9/+&G()1,)%2&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:
 1970 <$%.9#(*9)$%&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:&G+2)%.

 ="9/"%&</+.1+#0&8#+.),+%9&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:0&G+*$:+.&9/+&5#.9&3+4)./&8#)%*)8"1&
of New Milford High School

 1971  U#$*+..)$%&*"##)+.&9/+&7$#"/&6#$:&9/+&T)#.9&<$%2#+..)$%"1&</(#*/&$%&9/+&7$4%&
@#++%&9$&9/+&%+4&/$:+&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:

 1978 7/+&1".9&L%$4%&3+4)./&6"#:+#&)%&=+4&')16$#,0&!+%&V#":+#0&8"..+.&"4";
 1979  =$#:"%&V$*/&G+*$:+.&9/+&5#.9&1$%2_9+#:&I"GG)0&.+#K)%2&6$#&`P&;+"#.?&

Among his many achievements is assisting refugees from Vietnam to become 

acclimated to the community.

 1991  [)G"&T(#/:"%&G+*$:+.&9/+&5#.9&3+4)./&'";$#&$6&=+4&')16$#,0&.+#K)%2& 
two terms

 1992  Walter Gotlieb, who broke barriers selling real estate to Jewish families around 

Candlewood Lake, passes away 

 1993  aDb81$#"9)$%.c0&7+:81+&J/$1$:d.&%+4&)%%$K"9)K+&#+1)2)$(._+,(*"9)$%&8#$2#":&).&
/$%$#+,&)%&ANNN&G;&9/+&3+4)./&D,(*"9)$%&J+#K)*+&$6&Q:+#)*"

 1994  7/+&@#+"9+#&Y"./)%29$%&<$"1)9)$%&6$#&3+4)./&[)6+&).&+.9"G1)./+,&9$&8#$K),+&"%&
alternative Jewish connection for area residents

 1996   '"#Z$#)+&[$().&@$1,+%0&"&:"Z$#&)%C(+%*+#&)%&9/+&3+4)./&*$::(%)9;&"%,&
president of the Visiting Nurses Association, passes away

 1998 '+##)11&@$1,+%&,$%"9+.&9/+&1)G#"#;&".&8"#9&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:d.&%+4&",,)9)$%
 2000  3$+&[)+G+#:"%&".&3+4)./&J+%"9$#&6#$:&<70&G+*$:+.&9/+&5#.9&3+4)./&%$:)%++&

for Vice President of the U.S.

 2015  7+:81+&J/$1$:d.&I"GG)&Q#)&I$.+%G+#2&G()1,.&:+:G+#./)8&"%,&*$%%+*9.&4)9/&
the wider community helping settle Afghanistan refugees

 2017  Q&.4".9)L"&).&8")%9+,&$%&#+*+%91;&$8+%+,&!1"*L_$4%+,&7/$:8.$%d.&#+.9"(#"%9?&&
I"GG)&I$.+%G+#20&"1$%2&4)9/&$9/+#&*1+#2;&1+",+#.0&#"11)+.&9/+&*$::(%)9;&)%&
awareness of the issues bringing much support to the family and restaurant.

 2019  Harry Cohen, local attorney, activist, volunteer and founder of many civic 

$#2"%)H"9)$%.&8"..+.&"4";
   WK+#&`P&4$:+%&"99+%,&9/+&5#.9&Y$:+%d.&J+,+#&"9&7+:81+&J/$1$:&#(%&G;&<"%9$#&

["(#"&!#+H%)*L0&9/+&5#.9&6+:"1+&.8)#)9("1&1+",+#&$6&7+:81+&J/$1$:
 2023  e.#"+1)&T1"2&#").)%2&"9&7$4%&-"11&).&1+,&G;&'";$#&U+9+&!"..&"%,&7+:81+&J/$1$:d.&

I"GG)&'"#L&<$/%?&7/+&I"GG)&*$%9)%(+.&9$&.9#+%29/+%&9)+.&4)9/&9/+&Y+.9+#%&<7&
Jewish Federation and Sherman JCC which provides a social opportunity for  

area Jews.

 2024 “=+4&')16$#,&f&7/+&3+4)./&Db8+#)+%*+c&+b/)G)9&"9&9/+&-).9$#)*"1&J$*)+9;&$8+%.
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